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Some of the peonle, places and machines referred to in these pages
ave purely fictional, and any resciblance to any real-life persons
vlaces and nachines, vhether 1living or dead, will, if brought to the
notice of the Editor, convince him even more that he and his

contributors are a2 splendid bunch of chaps.
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LOOSE CirIPS
A recent small 2d in our distinguished contemporary "The Times" announces
a "beautiful tropical island" in the Bahamas for sale at
£170,000
(no inheritance tax or real-estate tax)
And there are still people vho buy cormutersd
+4+t+t+t
Our old friend Joe ‘Ploggs is in trouble, The law is after him.
It seerms he took just a little too literally that well-knovm maiden's Tannoy cry:
Y¥r Bloggs! Please, Mr Bloggs!

If there is any moral in this it is thic = even if you're not using
LIGOL or COROL cet vour punctuation right.

Now is the time to have your horse inoculated agsinst IFIPS,
Sneci~l cheap rates to Motor Club members.

LELOLELEEL

The Publicity Officer of the Enzlish Elastic Co. Ltd., of Drystone,
Chaffs. has asked us to publish the following statement.

A tendency to refer o the Compeny as "EEC", pronounced "eke", has been
observed. Please avoid using this abbreviation and discourage its use by others,
as it gives a corpletely unfair imege of our products.

For normel purposes, EMNGLISH ELASTIC may be used, but there till still be
certain contexts in vhich it remains necessary to use the full style, thus:

T.-t1-E BW~G LI -S-H@ E-L-A-S~-T-I-C C=0=}i~P=A-N-Y¥ L~I-M-I-T-E--D

Rringing rou a better pppppiiinnngggegg 1Lt

ﬁgi\’!"‘(ﬂ‘rjﬂﬂ

Chapsity "DopYOU.ssuffer from ECMA 7?77


Plea.se

{#]

CINTHTA GETS HIP TO  AIGOL !

OR

DIG THOSE CRAZY DELIMITERS, MNAN !

This veek's fix: FPlip that formal!

Like you meke -dith the parameters and all formals get the hell off your pad,
man, anc in come your way-out actuals = they're real draggy = but for real gone
zensville experiences like you have proust and merijuana and ddt and hubcap-and=-
tomato=can-sculpture and a groovy chick 211 in strict simultaneity, vou got to
get recursive, like recursive, man, like this bureau chic% cynthia, man, who used to
think kerouac was something from travels with a donkey, like she got recursive with
some lover-case characters from cell-block ¢ in the local penitentiary

begin boolesn procedure Free (chick, time);
value time; real time;
corment table lookup routine operating on chick's datebook,

assumes value t minutes = minirum time between dates;
bezin @ codee eend;

boolean procedure Digs (chick, hipster);
comment value is true if chick digs hip;
bezin @ codeesend;

boolean procedure Willing (chick);
cormeent hinst:ir enters as non-local wvariable;
Tilling := Hunary(chick) y Bored (chick) v Curious (chick)
v Needing a lauch (chick) v Digs (chick, hipster);
comzent Hungry, Bored, Curious, Needing a laugh, are standard
function desirmators available without explicit declaration;

boolean procedure Dating (chick, hipster, venue, time);

value venue, time;

real venue, time;

becsin boolean 2o man go;
2o man go := Free (chick, time) A Willing (chick, hipster);
if 2o man zo then Engaged (chick, venue, time);
corment Enraged 1s updating process on chick's datebook;
Dating := go man go

end;

array lower case character Ea -

coment a THRU z are non-local variables, vhose current values
may be determined from the procedures declared in block ¢ :
the parareters to these procedures are in the main
irmoverished universities but the user is warned against
probable side-effects;

procedure Which (chick, cheracter);
erray character:
begin integer I:
for IT:= a step 1 until z do
T begin VRIGGLE: if Dating (chick,character 1 ,venue,time)
then begin time := time + 1;
I := T42 - entier(IM2 + 26 x 26);
go to WRIGGLE end
else go to WOW end;

WOW: end;

Which (Cvnthia, lover case character);
this really is the:gpd
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The folloving item is reproduced by %ind permission of our good friends
the Proorietors of the "Whetstone eekly™.

HOU TO EAT ON AY EXPENST ACCOUNT IN LONDON.

HOSTARTA ROJATA Tean Street (off Shaftes ury Avenue)

NICK'S HAVANJAH

HONG XONG

TERASTAYY'S

ATBERT'S

RULE'S

SCHTIDT'S

BERTORELLI'S

BRUSA

THE SZIRES

FU TOMG

TAJ TAILL

THE RICE BOWL

SHEEXE™'S

SIMPSON'S

SHAH

REOTY 'S

Ttaliesh food: ~A5/=="&£L. 'Torth it,

RESTAURLIT  Pateman Street (off Dean Street)
Vacuely Greek, etc., food 10/~ Cheanish but interesting.

Shaftesbury Avenue
Chinese food 10/~ - 15/- Draught lager 1/-

off Regent Street
Indian food £1+ Expensive, smooth,

Bealk Street (off Regent Street)
French food 13/~ - 15/- Worth it

Maiden Lane (parallel to and north of the Strand)
Verious food £1 Rather simoth and a bit expensive,

Charlotte Street (near Goodge Street tube)
German food Very cheap ~ very good.

Chaerlotte Strect
Tt=1ian food 15/~ OK

St YMartin's Lene
Italian food 15/- - £1 TFood and service good - pricey.

St Pancras Station
English food 15/-- Surprisinely good ~ quick - drinks
do not apnear explicitly on bill.

Xensincton Gore (rear of Albert Hall)
Chinese food Bxcellent - expensive.

0ld Corpton Street
Indian food 12/- - 15/~ Very good

Turn left out of South Kensington tube.
Chinese food 10/~ ~ 25/~

Beside MNeir Thesatre,
Pest fish restaurant in Europe. 15/- - £1 depending on nurber of
oysters.,

Strand
Poast beef only

Drurmond Street (same street as Buston station).
Indian blow=-out for 10/-

St *ertin's Lane
“atey Greek Cy»riots £1+ but superb - try Avegolemono, Shish Kebab,
Cypriot vino.,

THIS *ONTH'S SPECIAL A™NOUNCE TIT -

TRY THE ELIZAPETHAN ROOM OF THE GOFE HOTEL, NEAR ALPERT HALL, JUST OINCE.
LIGITS ATE T.OW AND MECKLINES LOWER. AN FVENTNG'S ENTERTLINMENT FOR £2/10
INCTIDTG UNLIVITED CHRA® RED YINE,

The REditor aclmowledges the help received from various contributors, all of
vhom, like the Béitor, prefer to remzin 2nonyrmous.
Further additions, corrcctions, anc criticisms welcomed.



TENDERS INVITED

The English Elastic Cormpeny Limited, Drystone, Chaffs., invite TENDERS
for the folloving, to be received at least three months before the beginning of
the monsoon season: :

ONE QUARTER-GROSS OR THRFE DOZEN TERLL DRIVEN RICKSHAVS
Three-speed gears, spinakers, and umbrellas essential,

BUOYS, FOGHORNS, LIGHTSHIPS and other NAVIGATIONLL ALIDS for the Company's
Crr Parks. Compatibility required with the regulations and
recormendations of Trinity House and the Alsager Mere Boating
and Rat Catching Society. Only contractors with experience in the
Severn Estuary or on the Good:in Sands need apply.

FOR S

WO VERY INTERESTING AND UNREPEATABLE VINTAGE COMPUTERS.
One 1958 rodel, other 1957 model reconditioned with 1959
extras, including seven extra delay lines, hardly ever used.
Both fitted with fans and heaters. Comprehensive range of driving
instruments. Most snares available - in case of difficulty try
Lisle Street, Wl. Fuel consurption around 4000000 additions
per kilowatt hour. The programing of these delightful veterans,
having passed through the "difficult", "hopeless", and "obsolete"
stages, is now considered by cognoscenti to be "quaint", and we
are cuite confident in asserting that it «ill very soon be
considered "fashionable", or even "OK". To talk of input and
output speeds would, of course be indecent. Enough for the
enthusiast to know that these two gallant old ladies still have
strong independent individual characters, and rarely if ever
accent each other's vord for it. They could never settle dovm
into an idle existence ith their elder brother in the South
Kensington Science ‘useun.

SITUATIONS VACANT

TEA-CUP CLEANSING OPRERATIVES.

Part time only (9.0 - 9,45 a.m.) though occasional extra work (3.30 - Bl
sometimes available., Tea tovels and detergents not provided, and
terperature of -ater from taps marked "H" not guaranteed. Pay conditions
co mpare favourably with those of design engimeers or systems analysts.

THFR*OSTATIC STMULATION ENGINEERS.

Chaps to work in teams of four. One pair to sit in office, playing pontoon
or talking about cars, infants, bridge, television, beer, or possibly
sorething else, until it gets too hot; then to telephone other pair,
similarly occupied, but sitting vithin reach of boiler house. Second

vair to turn dovm vick. First pair to use phone again when it gets too
cold, And so on. Special union "tedious money" rates,

RICKSHAW PEDALLERS.,

To operate service betveen car parks and offices. Must possess current
ocean-going navigator's licence, and be able to swim.

Hours of work: 8,35 - 10.30 a.m., 12.25 -~ 2,45 pueme, 5,15 = 5.25 pem..
No overtime; but mileage rates apoly in third shift. Danger money.

MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS .
For pedal driven rickshaws. REME or other experience on amphibious vehicles
desirable. Training given. Dirty money. Clothing allovwance.

Lll apvlications should be made to Mr I.C.Waterman, Personal Services Department,



Introducing ....

B/ SENOST;

HIGOL and COBOL have had their day. Spectacular new concepts in
programming lenguage philosophy are now vith us,

AICGOL wes based on algebra, the netural language of the mathematician.

COBOL wes based on pidgin-imericen, the natural language of the systems
analyst.

B/BOL continues this dovmirard trend to its ultimate logical conclusion,

B/BOL is simplest, easiest to learn, and eacsiest to use, BECAUSE IT IS
B.LSED ON THE NATURLL LAIGULGE OF THE UNSOPHISTIC..TED INNOCENT UNPREJUDICED AND
UNBRAIME..SHED INIVXNT, narely
BI/BY-T..LX,

The most remarkable feature of RAROL is the extreme pover of its basie
words. With conventional programming languages the prograrmer is relieved of the
need to write in detailed machine code. BALBOL makes sensational progress in
relieving him of the tedious necessity of constructing statements. A1l the drudgery
of verbs, basic symbols, identifiers, data descriptions, and opthons disappears
when he uses BLBOL.

There is no doubt whatever that in BABOL the programmer has the most
corpact, powerful, and easy-to-use language ever.

Ls an example, take the BIBOL word Wiidi! . Ls in the infant world, so
also in BiBOL; this word /Ll expresses concisely yet adequately all
input-outnut functions.

e conclude with = sample programme in BLBOL. On the next page the
same prograrme is gziven in conventional flow chart form. Tie regret that we could
not include the COBOL version vithout doubling the size of this issue. The
programme 1s needless to say entirely fictitious and is not intemded to revresent
the habite of ~ny rezl person, either still ~ith us or passed on.
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TRAVELOGUE

UPSIDE DOWN AMD BACK

by G**rg* D*v*s and R*lph Wr.'::}:lf.

Usually, on these trips, there is Not Enough Time to Prepare; this time, there
was Too Much Hanginz About, but at last we vere off, on the thirteenth;
aporopriately, since T was delayed by someone falling off the train in front:
".s.7hich was due to an obstruction on the line".

A day in Beirut, recovering from arduous five-hour journey (W complained of
beirz woken up by stevard tripping over his legs). Centre of several famous historical
sites; D and W discover a common interest in not sight-seeing. W tries his French on
the natives: "...I'm sorry. Sir, but do you by any chance speak English?" The taxi
arrives forty minutes late and vithbut changing gear gets us to the airport five
minutes early, While —aiting for the plane, T stops D just in time from buying a
Henry 'filler paver-back for the Lebanese ecuivalent of twenty three shillings (D
Thought vou divided by 100, like you did in France).

Next stop Singapore. Te stayed at Roffles (of course): palm court vith
genuine palms, "single rooms" that -ould have housed the Bormputer Exhibition,
Chinese flunkeys with Harrow accents; D found a postcard saying it was a "home from
home for our Fnglish visitors". e went out for a genuine Chinese meal - very
delightful eiice>t that ¥ had suddenly to leave half way through for personal reasons.
Next d=y W thrived on the bargaining (the local industry), scornfully refusing
£5.40 to the nound and returning triurphant tventy -inutes later vith #8,41.

On the leg to Sydney, of course, we celebrated the end of the journey. We met
Barncy, bound for ‘‘elbourne, vho stopped drinling vith us to finish "Lady Chatterley's
Lover" before it vas confiscated at Sydncy. Tventually W had to be put to sleep
before his conversational tones on the night leg had turned the other passengers
from mild protest to riot.

And so we were there (ve vere told). Customs passed our luggage vith out
question, but - ere rather more doubtful about us. Sleep for the morning, tea vith
custorers (Vc hoped), snack, bed again. Then the first One Day Colloquium on KDF9
(beautiful vier of Bondi Peach). Dinner entertaining custorers at a chi=-chi
restaurant in Fing's Cross (Sydne_ equivalent of vhat Chelsea vould be if it were
more: like Chelsea); enormous menu entirely in French; apieals to the linguistic W:
"eee I'm afraid ny menu French isn't very good".

Next day, first lot of ~taff interviers. W —making conversation with an
engineer, 2skz vhat he thinks about the Cormon Market: "That the Devil's that got to
do vith data processing?". Dinner -'ith Professor 1, the celebrated physicist; manner.
like Groucho *2rx but taller, beard, vermanent cigar, rasping Canadian accent;
charpion academic find raiser for the third year in succession; pounds W on back to
e*phasise point of his -ore scurrilous anecdotes. % afterrards cleims eleven weals,
but some may heve been neglected travel sores.

Off at crac: of darm for Canberra (less of a hardship for W and D, who were
still walring uwp at four every worning expecting their evening feed). After the
second One D=y Colloquium of "DF9, the magnificent Ovensténc for dinner, and for e
fer drinks till 4am. D brings cheme on the party by demanding Warm Beer at the Rex
at Canberra. D uo =t seven, off to Brisbsne, staff interviews, re‘oins the others
in Mcltourne., Very pu* out when they say they are too tired to stay up and have a drink.

Mext ¢av, the third One Day Collocuiu- on XDF9, At one point this
degenerates into coven of competitive onc -upmanship betrveen D and two of his cronies;
W still looking foo onportunlty to use the pay-off line "Ah yes, but not in the sense

of the Brooker/Morris never'.

Sunday sfternoon off “o Hobart; D says Tasmenia reminds him of Lake District
(it vas reining). Turns out also to reserble *iales in certain unfortunate respects.
Dirnner entert-ining HEC (see glossarv), then D (iscovers he is to do three
unsnecified talks next day to three different but overlapping audiences; spends
next three hours (till 1.0 am) nointing out that there is no time for preparing
these (vhich b nov is true), that in any case he is quite ignorant of the subjects

* Insert here narts of" ~ stop-nress editorial note.
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to be discussed and that if they think he is going to stand up andé make a fool of
himse.f then someone else had better do the telks instead. W spends small hours
prepaing to fill the breach, but in fact D over-runs his time by even more than usual,
the day ends vith an Australian-type buffet party (food also, if v-'anted), and all is
forgiven.

Next day, back in Melbourne. Dinner with Victorian Corputer Society; W tells
President a little story about how XDF9 got its name: "Oh yes...yes, very interesting...
and you said there was a little story about it??

In Adelaide, the fourth (and last) One Day Colloquium ofi KDF9,., Next dey,
D end N visi* Weapons Research Establishment, which is about the size of Surrey
with splendid security, involving badges, photographs, and =rmed guards. Then back to
Sydney, meeting and dinner with more customers and D is collected at 7.30 am by the
Managing Director of the Australian Cormany and dispatched at 9.0 am to UK.

W leaves a week later and returns via Hong Kong. On the way back, his linguistic
abilities are finzlly vindicated vhen he explains to the stewardess vhile approaching
Beirut that the Indian sit“ing next to him who spezks only Urdu (W said), was bound
for Kerachi and should have changed planes at New Delhi. In celebration, W buys a
paper-back copy of "Lolita" for twenty seven and sixpence (".... OTHER EXPENSES:
each Ztem should be described in detail...")...

CROSSWORD o i (J/’
Same prizes as last year. Awarded to sender of first/solution opened by Editor
on morning after Hogmenay. }f

Chambers', of course.

Clues Across. - -

1. Buresucratic form for algorithmic | 2 3 1 F K¢ ? 3
routine. 77 7 AR/ R 7

6. Cool business - rmddled beginning. = '%//" A //é’ %’ - 44 //// Z

9. It's quite pointless. {A

10; Note comment. i o Y Vil VA v 7

11. Maclaurin's Christian name, 7 ’/ /"//'j"‘ {//f,/, = //ﬂ /2 //%f %

12. Kidsgrove DP systems? 7

13. Dealt with by a spreader of nev= /g/ﬂ A/’%ZZ/”Z; ,;% % ,:(,:///: % %V{//ﬁ
y i

movn grass - a chancellor?
14. Seven each, men.

i/ /
3 (e T s T,

19. Penpoints, Vﬁf ’/7 /% 7//:4 7
20. Again called itself sciething nasty. T L i /f/// )
23. Explicit method of solution.
24. Illuminate and inform, v 7 Vil Vix/
26. A tiny Crustacean isopod. .é 7 g}’ - ////}L;f/;///é
27. An odd=-looking pcat-spade, 8 . , /4;,’ & ;
28. Necessary ingredient of corputer /% -’% % % %j{'j {7,,//{ ;/%
thought - and designi g ‘ e }/ 5 L L (772
29. Somevhere near the South Gheshire / /é
V‘i". 7 7 »;; ': /,: 2 %
border. 7//2,’: /‘{;%‘ 4///4 /,;:/ Zf% /,4 % %
2% YR ; .

Clucs Dovm.
1. Arerican university, English prison.
2. Thuribless nurbering rusterm,

3. It's his fault, of course.

4, Radically increased.

5. Wrong, but not necessarily by 16. Subsidiary party?

nistake. 17. Rearranged.

8. Fashionable property of language. 18, Making a GIP programme?

7. Do they dig for cormputers: 21. Non-Roman notation.

8. They get processed. 292. Characteristic feature of some bacon.
14. Could an insecticide be used for 235, In vhich to express 1 across.

this? 25. A big order!



I YOUR GARBEL!

Readers will no doubt have noticed 'ov computer ads are couched in terms such
as "very high speed", “extremely reliable", etc., etc., So rmch so that +e are rapidly r
rescining the 'whiter than —hite" stage of the detergent vworld. {Shall we see a coﬁputer
advertised s "faster than fast"?) Hovever just supposing a glossy were to be more
realistic., It night ro somevhat as folloes. But on reflection, it probably would not.

Take our nev corputer PG5 (it does not matter vhere you teke it provided we never
see it again) so called because, vell...

This machine was originally intended 2s an on-line device for opening and shutting
dust~bin 1ids but we found that by the sole addition of a cheap rmltiplier it was
suitable as a data processing systen.

It has a 25-bit word. Just vhy has never been Quite clear, rumour has it that
somecone thought "it vould be nice to be different from everybody else", Be that asit
may, we find that it is a perfect svine, because it is long enough to make the machine
expensive while still short enough to be inconvenment.

The machine has five 24-bit registers. To the obvious query, "How do you transfer
a 25-bit word to a 24-bit register?" the almost equally obvious answer is "You don't".
The leest significant bit is alweys dropped on transfer to a register.

There are 20 basic functions available; the first 18 are available on all registers,
the last two on only tvo registers. This is because there was no room on the frame for
the packages required to meke the functions uniformly applicable. The frame is alwvays
built first so thet at an early stage ve have something to show to visitors. And if you
think the framc looks like it has bcen knocked togcther from old milk=crates, then you
ere quite right - we picked up 2 job lot from a local dairy which went bankrupt.

Yes, the colour of the machine is rather unlikely for a corputer but vwhen the question
of colour arose, the ven belonging to onc of our engineers was badly in need of a
reSOraYeaos o

The input and output are tvio more remsrkable features. The standard machine has a
paver tape reasder anc punch, esch running at the rate of 25 characters per minute.
This is admittedly slow; frr instance, to solve 10 sirwltaneous equations, it takes
45 minutes to read in thc data but only 20 seconds to do the calculation. However the
user need not worry ebout this ~ he hss other more pressing problems.

In keeping vith our tradition of never hoving more than one machine with any given
charscter code e heve a cornletely new code for NBGS5. This may mean that it is
incormpatible =7ith any othcr mechine of ours or anyone else's but at any rate it mekes
MBGS a cormletcly vatertight system. (Pleecse note that we did not say "waterproof™,)

The besic reesder is slow - we can however supply one of our new supersonic
recaders. It rcally is supcrsonic: the noise of the tape z20ing through the sound
barrier meens that the reading statio: hes to be kept in o sound-proof compatrment.
This means that it tales 5% inutes to load = tape: hovever it takes only 0.2 seconds
to read the longest tape —hich vill fit in the tape box.

NBGS has both an sutomatic rumltiplier and an automatic divider. In published
literature you will see that it says "signed" multiplication and division. The
mltinlier is in fact orthodox, bhut with the divider the result is always of the opposite
sign to the true one. It was left this way for some time because nobody really
understood hov the divider worked. Hovever, towards the end of the design stage, three
months after the prototyve vas working and vhen the first six production models were
beins built, it was realised that it really -ould not do., So 211 the people who had ever
heard of the existence of the order code started arcuing -bout vhat was the best system.
Not unnaturally they failed to agree so the machine vas left as it was.

The sctunl computer is physically cuite small. In fact there is » funny story
+e tell to customers once they heave paid the money into our bank, The first machine
we sold was corpletely rigged out vith supersonic reader, six magnetic tape units,
ete., -~ the lot in fect. The chairman of the corpany concerned, at the opening .
ceremony, tried to feed the paner tape into one of the magnetic tape unit§. Imagine
their consternation vhen they could not find the corputer itself. The chairman wes on
the point of ringing us up to tell us e had forgotten something when someone found it
tucked avey inside one of the megnetic tepe units. If after all this vou still want to
buy sn NBG5, you can't sry we did noy do our best to talk you et of i%.
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CROSS-NUMBER COIMPETITION

You really don't stand a chance with this unless vou are both a KDP1O programmer
and a regular solver of "Listener"-type puzzlcs.

Solving a clue will give you a sequence of letters or other characters.
Knowledge of KDP10 and further ingenuity vwill enable you to fill in the appropriate
lights with decimal digits.

No clues are given for 7 and 25 across, but they are fully checked.

A prize vorth having (of alcohol, cigarettes, or chocolate) will be awarded to
the solver vho produces a correct solution and the best clues for 7 and 25 across.
Closing date: New Year's Day (coffee time). Editor's decision final. And the best of
luck,

Across.

2. Book here for flight across North il 77 D o ‘SI
3. Eminent theologian. 7k ;’// ~ R //

6. Behold, error in walking on slove. ///// //g‘

7. (Clue to be supplied) 3 ;’;//ﬁ// ;7 % o

9. Never terminates positive. {j,,/é} % /%f

10. Would now be 12.00R. i : ”_> 2// 77777 oy

11l. Hard medium for sculptors. x’;////% ////A%// //////;
14. The piper's son, or the barber's ERR 7 CRE

brother. /;:/;//////é//,///l 3

16, See 27 across. A ,‘7 £ N T

18. French law, ) J_ //%%/////%
21. In one combination, gives (C)g. T NI, s 1 ke U7
23. The count, on the one hand. 4/%% %% 4 %
25. (Clue to be supplied) Y] . s W "
27. With 15 across, mekes martial rusic ,//;%/ W //%

fnom Uielh, e a6 70
28. Denotes unprintable, or guiding light. /f/{////ﬁ /////'/f: ;
29, Magical number. 7 LTI e - :
~ AN/N/ du/N

: /Wy Am/M//
O¥WI. i

1. Lolita grovs up, 15, Redcep's sign of rank.

2. and Barbara dovm., 17. T™wo down is one.

3. Hand over office, 19. Brings forth rabbits from hats,.

5. Cambridge in Somerset group. 20 iis ST E s

6. Celibate =psthete. 22. Kind of RAC for two vheels.,

7. Intestinal punctuation. 24, Dishonest character,

8. Deadens. 26, Cry from the heart on a cold day.

12. Logic2l or not, plus; ugh! RPH D

VERSE - AND WORSE

Some young ladies who work our corputers
Are exceedingly partisl to suitors.
Darm your KDP1O,
They'd rmch rather have MEN -
It's a pity computers are neuters.

Wanderlust: One would hepnily surrcnder
To Br¥*nd*
Even if one was actually fonder
Of Wind*
Larent: How on earth can
A man

Do vithout Anne?
Alas, she has gone,
Lucky John}
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TEVPUS ED/X.

Tor the interest of our Readers vwho are conterplating ordering new computing
systems, we offer the folloving extract from "When?", the Journal of the BB Users'
hssociation, vhich journsl is knovn abroad as the "Buy British Reg", due to the grossly
nationalistic slant of some of its surveys.

SMLLL COMPUTING SYSTEMS.
Due to the ever videning scone of manufacturers' computer projects it is now
almost impossible to order = system and not regret it vithin 24 hours. It is hoped
thet the survey below vill help our readers to choose their system wisely, and possibly
to extenfi their euphoria to as much =s a month in extreme cases.

Teble I below gives a list of the more irportant systems available irmediately,
i.e. - ithin the next threec years. There are others, such as the LIGOB62, MAK and COBBLE,
but these cen only be obtained at such pleces as Biarritz, Le Touquet, and Juan-les-Pins,
and their prices and countries of origin are grossly inflated.

Table I
System Manuf-cturer Price Expected Delivery
TRUCE English Elastic Negotiable Irmediate
KMH 1 English Elestic 7 sny time
KEF 1 Tnglish Elnstic High Very doubtful
Krd 10 English Elastic Not negotizble Doubtful
GTGT English Elestic Firm Nov:*
NBG S "nglish ®lastic £5 On demand
508 Dekko 5 guineas Some years ago
ITC Inlend Revenue Free Now, if code nog O

* The manufecturer informs us that the latest model, the GTGTGTGT (knowm as Digit
or GT4) +ill shortly be extrected from their laboratory.

/11 the sbove ~re intended to form independent systems, but each may be used
in conjunction vith its ovm master system to form a Highly Integrated Super System
(o HISS)., Table II gives o brief su~mary of these systems.

alelEly 00
Quzsisystem HISS Use Speed Dclivery

TRIICE 2rs) Payroll Lethargic Alreedy

G L % 54 Cocrcrecial 180 “pm Tomorrov

KiF 1 JXT Business 190 vpnm June 1962

KEd 10 KBO 10 Unknovn Superb I rediate

GTGT GT4 Unknovm 100 %bspm All thce time

NBG 5 IR Stock Control Random Sometime

2909 TRUCE Scientific 1 IMph Heeaven knows. Possibly
when the first in this
1list works.

ITC PLYE Coding Once = veek Incvitable

Duc to the difficulty and high cost of installing thesc machines in our offices,
the tests vere conducted by sn inderendent vrograrming association (IPA) vhich ve can
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recormend to 21l our single rcaders.

H2SS IPL User Test Remarks

CEE TFA vere uneble to hire time on this system; they were informed that
the only working model was under continuous use by the mangfacturers'
D & U Department.

NW 54 The order code was found to be full of pitfalls, each order or
discrimination often had as many as throe possible meanings.
Very difficult to pnrogramme, but highly satisfactory when working.

JXT I satisfactory system; the menufacturers' staff expect great things
from the new DRRA system vith vhich the KXK' 1 will become cormpatible
next year. i

XBO 10 TPA were not actually allowed anywhere near this system, and found
great difficulty in corrunicating with the operating staff. Obviously
the staff were highly trained and =fficient, but the air-conditioning
and noise surrounding the system clearly have an adverse effect on
their hearing, and the brilliant 1lighting of the operating console
had possibly affected their eyesight.

Gl 4 L beautiful system, =2nd very easy to onerate. So versatile that IPL
were never gquite clear what it was not doing or could not do.

IMR This system was obviously fairly corplicated, and seemed to require
large nurbers of prograrmers. The TPL reprcsentative became confused
and retired to the Red Bull. vhich had, by this time, been cleared of
unruly prograrrers by the local Constabulary.

TEUCE L well tried variant of the 999 system, TPA found the manufacturers!
TRUCE being used by their D & U Department, and went back to the
Red Bull to write = Report, which has since been recovered and dried
out - see pelow.

PLYE The TP. Representative had by this time lost interest and his railway
warrant. He stayed in the Red Bull, and these Test Reports were
removed frcm his pockets the follovwing morning, at Conglebach Police
Station.

The results of our Tests are clearly inconclusive, and we regret that we cannot
recormend a "Best Buy". Manufacturers' Hire Charges cre as variable as their guarantees.
They vary from the extortionate to the ridicnlous. CALVEAT LIBELLORITM F.CTOR.

VA AT

DROPPED DIGITS

The recent population census has reve-~led a curious phenomenon at the Dryrocks
Corputer Bureau, and considerable concern is being felt in the Personnel Department
aboul recruiting in years to come.

During the last ten years the ratio of male to female children born to the vives
of tle staff has reached a level of 3:1. Full details and figures have been sent to the
Medical Research Council, and their report is nervously awaited at Dryrocks.

MMMEM IV DIME Y VIME M IVME
There is no truth in the rumour that Jenkins-Fidgeon have made a take-over bid
for IP2C3D. Just because they vere at the Exhibition together does not mean that they
are snything more than Just Good Friends.

B e T ey

Dirty old men: One vhose thoughts are inclined to W*nd*.
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LITERARY PAGE

The Editor has been privtleged to have had made available to him the manuscript

of "Huxtine", the first novel in the forthcoming series "The Kidsgrovine Quartet".
Ve print below one or two extracts from this novel to indicate the remarkable
clos=ness with which it reflects 1life as it should be lived. Succeeding novels in the
series vill be:

Blackthazar

Montolive

Clyv
(Author!'s Note: The characters in this novel are all inventions together with the
personality of the narrator, and bemr no resemblance to living persons. The town is
only too real.)

FULLL L L
Landscape shades. November, Rain. Late evening. Soot. Clogs. The old post office.

The canal bank beside the gas works. The Butt Lane Industrial Co=-operative Society.
The station approach. My heart beats faster as I recall the incidents unfolded on this
colourful stage.
Q00000000

I was late. W.E.Welsh had kept me long after my usual hour. In my pocket was
Pricevarden's notebook which was to reveal so much about the lives of the people around
me - about whom I had known so little. The gas lamps flickered unevenly on the arrival
platform from Crewe. But she was there. With a cry she drev that frail 1little body
away from the last remnants of the vaiting room fire and was in my arms,

AALDAAAAAD
Lord Puttyside glanced around the room. So this was the shrine of El1 Rot,
He mused on the statistical probability of deification. It was certainly true that
no-one could recall the old man's initials when the shrine was commisioned (so
whoever it was who was actually deified certainly had the last laugh). A low moaning
could be heard on the far side of the room. Where had he heard that sound before?
From the bureau ventilating equipment? At a Clough Hall party? He moved sharply across
the room to inwestigate.
6666666666
"I find your tale difficult to credit, L.F.D." Balthroyd turned to me.
(This play on my initials - Lineaments of Frustrated Desire - had long amused him, )
"This can only be 2 politicel move. Can he otherwise hope to get more from Huxtine
than Mrs Baker will give him? Gilmlek's hand will be forced: the car park extended."
I smiled inwardly as I recalled what Clyv had murrured to me from the depths of her

pillow last night.
(apologies, L*wr*nc* D¥rr+ll)

ODE TO 4 DYING DEUCE (vith apologies to G.K.Chesterton)

When ROOTs and LOGs vere parts of trees
And sums by hand were solved; '
When PROGRAMMES cost a shilling each
In these days I evolved. :

With Alphacode and paper tape,
Yagnetic drum store too,

A scientifis vonder-

Just see vhat I could do.

But now KDP 10 you vant,

COBOL, KDF 9.

Mock, scourge, deride me, T am dumb.
The limelight once was mine.

Tools, I again will have my hour,
One more fierce hour and sveet.

When MRI goes on the air,

'Tvill make my end comolete,

TO THE EDITOR

oL i recently came across a pi
X 838 £ lece
block gap at each end of it, Is this a regord?

of data on magnetic tape with a long
I.am, Sir, &ec. TEXPE-BOUND,
(like some others we know, - Ed,)



LONDON LETTER

It has never been our policy to shut our eyes to unpleasant subjects; in fact
the more unpleasant the subject the wider do we open our eyes. It is in this spirit
that we present the first of a regular series from Our Own Special Correspondent in
London, the place which has often been referred to as the Goa of Kidsgrove.

How to Get There.

The hamlet of London is a bare three hour train journey from the Metropolis of
Kidsgrove (allow four hours to cover improvements in service{; or by Works car about
the same if at all. Notice the change in scenery after leaving the extensive garden
suburbs of Kidsgrove, the natural mine-winders and slag-heaps * giving way to barren
landscepe with only grass, trees, and cows. The sky may take on a menacing brightness
and it has been known for the rain to stop! 1In this eventuality, provision must be
made for the maintenance of the liquid content necessary to sustain life,

Local Geography and Transport.

A general impression of the village may be gained by boarding a London bus, a
large red object bearing the names of many rlaces to which it has recently been
(the traveller is advised to scan this 1list before boarding to ensure that his
intended destination is not among them), From the upper deck a superlative view
nay often be had of the buses immediately in front and an either side. It is a most
stirring sight to see a large group (or "convoy") of them actually in motion, and

well worth waiting for.

For a wider vievw of the surrounding villages, summon a taxi, and name a specific
destination, indicating somec assumed reason for haste. It should be appreciated that
the shortest route is not necessarily the quickest, so that it would be invidious t»

follow either of these,

A popular pestime is the Tube Game, or "Spot the Interchange", played wi?h a
gaily coloured decorative chart., It is essential for a beginner to be accompanied
by an experienced player, as is borne out by many sad and well authenticated cases.

Suitable Clothing.

The native costume is undenisbly quaint and is the source of much innocent
pleasure to visitors from the Metropolis. However, it has practical as vell as
picturesque qualities, and for the period of his visit the traveller may be well
advised to adopt it, in place of his customary modern man-about-town dress of
check shirt, corduroy trousers, tweed jacket, and mountaineering boots: The very
dark smooth uniform blends inconspicuously into tge background, the stiff white
collar and the helmet with its rounded dome have obviously protective functions,
the weapon-stick covered with black cloth may be cornverted rapidly from attack to
defence, and the college-type neck-tie is essential for obtaining entry to the most

sacred of the local tribal rites.

Entertainments.

Less well~informed guides often suggest that London offers many and various
forms of entertainment. In fact, the visitor vill find only one that is at all
widely practised by the inhabitants. This is known, in the semi-humourous local
patois, as a "quick one"; it is a form of competition, with many variations, the
essentials being that the visitors should be woll supplied with units of the local
currency and the residents with vital trains to catch at strategic moments,

Language and Conversation.

The language most commonly spoken is in fact a variant of Standard Midland
English, though this is not at all aprarent at first hearing. The visitor is not
advised to try to master this speech, beyond the requirements for meeting essential
human needs; several vho have done so have found themselves debarred from normel
social intercourse on return to the centre of civilisation.

* Travellers by way of Crewe (Rlwy Ref Rms, MEE) should take advantage of the
unique opportunity for viewing the exquisite and magnificent *#%*Slagheap tended by
the Alsager Slagheap Developrent Company. =- note from Badagre!s Guide.



Subjects of conversation are f-w and easily mastered; a list of standard phrases
vould not be sporopriate, since the 2rt is in finding the most ways of saying the
fewest things, rather than vice versa. The most common topic is "Shop", of which
there are several veriations. To engage in "Technical Shop", the visitor should
learn by heart one of the lists from the latest issue ~f "OK Terms in Data
Processing"; choose either the Beginmer's or the Student's 1list - the Advanced
end Registered Charlatans' lists contain meny traps for the inexperienced. For the
use of the terms, study one of the standard works such as "How to Sound Knowledgeable
Without Actuelly Being Understood". For "Cormercial" or "Political" "Shop", all
that is needed to be thought wise, knowledgeable and relieble is a repertoire of
words snd gestures for indicating agreement.

The Natives ~ their Habits and Customs.

Many of the local customs have been touched unmon heavily in the preceding
paragrephs. The gencral atmosphere of the remote tribal 1life is illustrated by
our ovn colonial possession in the centre of the village. The common Kidsgrove
wvatch cry "Do YOU know your way to the nearcst emergency exit?" is not
aporooriate here. The place is compact to the point of asphyxiation; it is entirely
surrounded by doors to allow easy exit in case of emergency and these are always
kept locked to ward off attack. The intense paranoid atmosphere revolves around the
twin problems of devising methods to maintain and to avoid adequate liaison with
the lietropolis. Telephone calls to Kidsgrove are constantly requested and never
obtained; a stream of envelopes goes out containing the middle pages of illegible
copies of incormprehensible memoranda, but nothing ever comes in, There are always
runours of a Policy having been Decided.

Things to Avoid.

From the brief words of description above, the adventurous youth (and possibly
others) may be moved to explore for himself. As he collects his London uniform,
studies the lancuage and customs, and prevares to set forth in the direction of the
far South, e would beg to be 2llowed to add just a word of well-meant advice, Don't

GLOSSARY

The following vill help you, ve are convineed, if you wish to keep up with the
modern OK trend of not understanding automatic prograrming lenguages.
We will be quite frank. They are just sub=standard crossword clues left over

from pages € and 10,

concept: just a thought.

breakthrough: birth of a conccpt, g.v.

philosophy: the mess ve've got ourselves into.

lower case character: someone actually programming for KDFO,

vpper case character: OK chap.

literal: (noun) just vhat it says.

dope vector: drug trafficker.

K : has many neanings, the most comwon being: Kidszrove, Knutsford, Knypersley,
Kathleen, Kathlym, 1024, (7/8).1024, and 1000 in th=t order,

heuristic, netslinguistic: these went out months aco.

meta~ALGOL: sce the next issue of DDT.

recursive: continually swvearing.

own; self-possessed.

delimiter: see page 2.

array: ndt at home,

AlT : possibly American for Anne?

COMPUTE: szomething very clever, and hardly necessary.

HASHED: mcthod of using up leftover meat, potatoes, etec..

I-0-CONTROL: corsetry.

PROTECTION: a racket.

PURGE-DATE: vhen to take your syrup=-of-figs.

REEL~ITUMBER: cquivalent to AIGOL resl , obviously.

STANDARD: viishful thinking.

STATUS: something denoted syrbolically.

SUPEFVISOR: Wally.

SYNCHRONIZED: in strict sirmltencity.

THRU: obviously an anagram.

TIMES: (1) a souare; (2) a squere nevspaper.

UNROUNDED : sauare.
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COLD PIES AND HOT TE4” (4 Modern Business Parable)
As told by a line-primter deprived of space.

ONCEUPONAT IMETHEREWASAMANWHOOBSEFVEDTHEGROWTHOF TRAFF ICONTHEH IGHWAYNEARHI SHOME « SOTHEMAN

LTIDTOHIMSELF : "WITHSOMANYTRAVELLERSDRIV INGALONGTHEHIGHWAY ,PERCHANCESOMEWOULDCARETOSTOP
FORACOLDPTEANDHOTTEA. " SOTHEMANERECTEDASMALLSTANDONTHEHIGHW . YANDPUT INASTOCKOFCOLDPTESAS
WELLASAKETTLETOMAKEHOTTEA . ANDLOANDBEHOLD ! SOMECF THEDASS NG TRAFF ICDIDNOT ICETHES TANDANDDT
DSTOPTOREFRESHTHEMSELVES . AFTER/.X HILE , THEMLNSAIDTOHIMSELF : " ITISTRUETAMDOINGBUSINESSFROM
THEPASSINGTRAFFIC . BUTPERCHLNCEICOULD INCREASEMYTURNOVEROFCOLDPTESANDHOTTEAWEREITOPUTUPA
SIGNSOTHAT THRPASS ING TR/FFICWOULDKNOWL/MHERE , " SOTHEMANPUTUPASIGN , ANDMOREPASSINGTRAFFICD
IDSTOPFORCOLDPIESANDHOT TEAS . ANDTURNOVERD IDINCREASE , ASDIDPROFIT , SOTHENTHEMANTHOUGHT ¢ "MY
SIGM"HASHELPEDBUSINESS, BUTTRAFF ICRUSHESBYSOQUICKLYTHATMANYDONOTSEETHESIGNUNT ILITISTOOLA
TE . METHINKSISHOULDERECTSIGNSFURTHERUP.ANDDOWNTHERO/DSOTHAT TRAFF ICMAYBENOT IF TED INADVANCE
THATTLVHEREANDHAVECOLDPTESANDHOTTEAS . " SOHETHOUGHT . ANDSOHED ID . ANDTURNOVEROFCOLDPTESANDH
OTTEASINCREASEDLPACE . SOSUCCESSFULWERETHES IGNSTHATTHEMANPUTUPMORE , FURTHERANDFURTHEROUTT
OREACHLSMUCHTRAFF ICASPOSSIRLE , ANDASTHE YEARSPROGRESSED , THEMANFLOURISHED . HEINCRE..SEDHISS
TOCK.HEADDEDNEWITEMS , ANDHISBANKACCOUNTGREWMIGHTILY . SOMIGHT ILYINF..CTTHATTHEM, NCOULDAFFO
RDTOGIVEHISSONTHEBESTSCHOOLING , THEMANFLANNED , ASDOALLFATHERS , THATTHESONSHOULDMANAGETHEB
USINESSSOMEDAY, SOTHESONSTUD TEDECONOMICSANDRUS INESSADMINISTRATIONANDACCOUNTANCY . ANDWHEN
THEDAYCAMETHATTHESONW/.S TNDEEDAQUALTF TEDECONOMT STANDADMINISTRATORANDACCOUNT/.NT , THEMANSA
IDUNTOHIM: " TAMBUTAPOORIGNORANTMANWHOKNOWNOTBU. S INESSTRENDSNORPREDICTING THEFUTURE , WHEREA
SYOUAFENOWAQUALTF TEDSOOTHSAYERINECONOMICS , BUSINESS/DMINISTRATIONANDACCOUNTANCY . INMYUNL
EARNEDFASHION , THAVEKNOWNONLYTOTELLTHEVORLDICARRYTHEBESTCOLDPTESANDHOTTEAS . NOWILOOKTOYO |
UFORGUIDANCE, LOOKINTOYOURCRYSTALBALLANDTELLMEWHATISHOULDDO . " ANDTHESONLOOKEDINTOHISCRYS
TALBALLANDAN™ OUNCEDGLOOMILY : "THEREISGREATUNRESTINTHEWORLD , ONECANNOTBESURECF TOMURROW® SE
VENTS . BUTOF THISTAMCERTAIN , BUSINESSPROSPECT SFORNEXTYEARARENOTGOOD . TAKEHEEDOFWHAT YOUDO, "
THEMANWASPROFOUNDLYIMPRESSED ., " TELLME , MYSON"HESAID , "WH/.TDOYOUADVISE? " "WEMUSTECONOMISE" ,

LIDTERSON. "CUTDOWNONYOURS IGNSONTHEHIGHW.AY ., REDUCEYOURINVES TMENTININVENTORY ., " SOTHEMANDI
D./NDTURNOVERD IDINDEEDFALLOFF , ASDIDPROFIT , ALTHOUGHTRAFF ICONTHEHIGHWAYW/ASSTILLGRRAT . AND
THESON ADV ISEDFURTHERECONOMIESANDLESSSIGNS , ANDASBUSINESSSTILLFELLOFF ,EVENFURTHERSIGNSWE
RETLKENDOWNANDEVENFURTHERI TEMSWEREELIMINATEDFROMSTOCK , UNT I LALL THATWASLEF TWASTHEORIG INA
LSTANDANDASM.LLSTOCKOFCOLDPTESANDHOT TE. SANDMUCHPASS ING TRAFF ICWH ICHNOLONGERSTOFPPED « ANDA
STHEMANSATINTHEHOMEF ORTHOSEWHO/AREPOORINTHEIROLDAGE , HESATD TOHIMSELF : " TAMINDEEDBLESSEDWI
THAWISESON , FORDIDHENOTPRED ICTTHATBUS INESSWOULDBEBAD , ANDINSPITEOF /. LLTHESTEPSHETOOKTOSAV
EME ,BUSINESSDID TNDEEDBECCMER.D: "

- o ——_

Moral: Planning for failure is easier than planning for success - but never as rewarding.

MORE ABOUT FOQD

Spaghetti & la Fred (Sp*k* M*ll*g*n): Take a strand of spaghetti, lay it face downwards
on a marble slab, Run a compass over the strand and find its Magnetic North. Roll the
strand in a solution of beaten ege yolk and Chateau D*nc*n '567. Take finely sliced garlic
and pack carefully on each side of the spaghetti strand. Take copoer pan, fill with
water, boil to 180F or 201C. Add hendful of salt. Drop strand into boiling water for 15
minutes. When cooked remove strand and serve with three fried eggs, mushrooms in wine
sauce, chipolatas, steak, etc., etce, «..

POOR OLD DEUCE IN MEMORIAM
When he was young and in his prime, On November 27th, suddenly after the night
He even worked at dinner time; before, HAG - AGH., (No anagrams, please, by
But now he's old and very grey, request of the departed.) Donations in
He only works one hour a day. memory to BAMRID (Bereaved lLssociates in MRI
Who is it who have caused this halt? Division) and RSPCM (Royal Society for the
The birdwatchers! It's all their fault! Prevention of Cruelty to Mérinersg c

- Dus%y.
STOP PRESS. ‘

We have Jjust received, though far to late for our usual detailed treatment, news of
& computer designed especially for the Polish market,

This corputer, known as the 9FDK RETUPMOC, is well equippoed with K23 sdrow fo
eroc cgarots, to say nothing of repap and citengam epat, and retirwepyt-tpurretni,

Erawtfos features include a rotcerid gnirahs emmargorp and relipmoc LOGLA.
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