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"If we offend, it is vith our good +1ll" = Midsummer Night's Dream, Act V scene 1
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PARITY BITS

Useful Chap := "That proof holds only on a finite machine; this one holds even
vhen there is no machine." = A. v*n W¥*ng**rd*n,

Wanted := One YAK., Apply Box DDF6.

The Method := "In promoting YOperations Research' we have made full use of such
means as vroadcasting, television, ballad singing to the accompaniment »~f bamboo
clappers, story telling, graphic exhibitions, lantern slides, and other ways.

Since the Hen language is monosyllabic and lends itself to snappy rhymed couplets,
we eyplore this traditional characteristic to the full, putting dovm the principles
in catchy verses so that they can easily be grasped and remembered," -

Hua To-Keng, "China Reconstructs", August 1861.

Jobs for the Boys := Now that the chaps have changed car parks, it might well be
asked what is to become of the rickshaw pedallers (DDT, Dec. '61l, p.4) in their
redundancy. The Company is proud to be able to announce thst, owing to its
foresight and accurate planning, no problem of redundancy exists, at least in
this division. To cut a long story short, it never took any rickshaw pedallers on,
As well as avoiding redundancy difficulties, this policy has brought ruech needed
trade to shoe shops, Halfords, imstard bath sellers, and the Four Minute Car Vash

Cormpany.

Devastating := "In AD 1016, Staffordshire and Cheshire vere ravaged by Edmund
Ironside, in retaliation for the refusal of the leading men to support him in his
conflict with the Danes." - from "The Story of Lichfield Cathedral", 9th editian,
2nd issue, price 64: Lichfield, printed by A.C.Lomax's successors at The
Johnson's Head.

Tail Wags Dog := "Consequent upon changes vhich the Bank is effecting in its
accounting methods a new form of Statement of Account is being usedeeecese..It is
hoped that you vill not be unduly inconvenienced by the nev: arrangements which
are essential if the Bank is to keep abreast of developments in electronic
accounting." - from a circular to customers of the Westminster Bank Limited,

hpril 1962,

Gentlemen Prefer Blondes :~ But "Machines Like Men" - title of BBC tv programme.

Same Subject? := "The recursive definition of norral procedures is achieved by
Boolean post-mltiplication of the call matrix by a vector denoting those procédures

vhich are basically not normal. This yields a vector giving the procedures which
are by implication not normal, that is an apparently normal procedure may, by
virtue of the procedures vhich it itself calls, become not normal. The same
technique applies in classifying the conditional sneak procedures." = from a

paper vritten at Kidsgrove.

Wanted := One knitting machine #ble to accept ALGOL programmes. Apply RW/FGD,
Automatic Knitting Section.

For Sale := Ten YAKS, =as new, NApply Box DDF6.
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COMPBTITION P.GE

Once unon a time there vas a young Sysztems inelyst, ~ho, -ishing to change
his job, decide thet his recent (and only) project was worthy of publication.
He noticed the growing trend towards rmltiple papers and diverted his talents
to the vwriting of fifteen papers on different =spects of the project, in which he
fondly imagined he had playcd a significant part. Six of these were eventually
published by, resnectively:

1. The Corputer Journal.

2. Datamation.

5. DEUCE lewvs.

4, Cormmunications of the Lssociation for Cormputing Machinery.

5. Journal of the Acadermy of Sciences of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

6. Playboy.

The title anc a briet extract of each of these papers is given below. Readers
are invited to match each paper to ite corresponding journal. A prize of selected
back nurbers of "Electronics Weekly" +ill be given to the sender of the first correct
solution received by the Editor. The Editor vill be assisted in his task of assessing
the stlutions by a panecl corprised of R.W**1f, M,V ,Wlk*s, P*t*r Z*1*hy *ng*rm*n,
R.*.8m*th, F*d*1 C*str*, J.*.Br*nt, and Gr*c* M*rr*y H*pp*r.

L. L.T.i.R., = Life Ensurance Asserbly Routine - Mark 5SE,.

wowess and it has been foynd that in certain cases, vhen there arc only 30
days in the month, that a negative premium may be produced. A set of amendments to
the corrections of the revised version of the flow diagrams of Mark 4 are given in
Lipperndix 3., Anong other things, these reduce the time of the failure routine by
2 milliseconds. Cards 1007 - 1912 of part 3 of the main programme pack should be
removed and destroyed, and card 2416 in the binary=-octal conversion pack should be
tioned upside-dovn. Pages 41 and 155 of the operating instructions should now read...

B. Cynthia = and Life

eosoee and into orbit, her vital statistics (39-23-37) steering a sinusoidal
course, care our Playmate of the Month, Cynthia (kmowm as Cyn on the campus). Man,
like +ith thet broad on the pad those vave forms..eev..

Ty s' Fxperience ip the Usc of a Brunsviza in a Large Insurance Office.
wwewww 2nd after a long and detailed survey by both mermbers of the Operations
Research Division of the corpany it was decided that the project should be started.
Training in the usec of the revolutionary new methods was given to 13 typists, 2 night
watchmen, and a tea boy, who would otherwise have becorme redundant. i pleasing
feature of this part of the project was the way in vhich all the staff, from Top
Management dovn, disdained to use the COBOL translator supplied by Brunsviga Inc.

and decided instead to use binary and English. After 18 months' effort, during which
the original life insurance ledgers were copied onto loose=leaf files ceeesss

C.

D. Electronic Robot Takes Over Ingurance Qffice.

seesses and with a loud vhirring and flashing of lights the monthly premiums were
disgorged in a flood of paper. In the gwo months since installation the data~hungry

DDFX has been instrumental in the production of 976301 invoices, receipts, .
statements, reports, etc., In fact in order to usc this phenomenal machine to capacity

it has been necessary to transfer the entire workload of the actuarial department.....

E. L Heuristic for the Life Ingurance Problem.

eve...Whilst the card deck generated by the LOBOC cormpiler was being processed
by a battery of off-line printers. Finally the Sort Generator was bottstrapped until
it had merged with itself. By this means the 250,000 three-address instruction
program for analysing accident statistics was debugged, checked-out, proven-in,
counted-dovm, buttoned-uo, and corpletely tested in three months, using less than
2200 hours of machine time per central procecsor, The ork reported in this paper
was supported in part by the 0.A.S., under contrzct nurber.......




F. 0On a Machine Syrbolism convenient for performing Calcu%ation_s of Life chbectm.
cve..s Consider a subset fy of czlculating machines {3 in Buclidean 3-space.

Definition 7. The sy-bols {; and T; vill be used to denote certain motions of the

— . e e oy e

machine 7' of the set¢ . Then the operations Ay &: X: J. P, form the set ®;
which therefore forms a cormplete description offVﬂc 3 >

for all possible values of A , are described as "true corplement decimal machines".....
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CROSSWORD

The Editor received no correct solutions = nor indeed solutions of any kind -
to either of last year's crossvords. This ycar, therefore, we a setting a slightly
sirpler puz-le,

Prize for correct solutions received between 0330 and 0835 on Decerber 24th -

one jelly baby.

Acrogs. 1. The indefinite article, Dorm. The first letter of the alphabet.

T+24+ 2424242424+ 2+ 2+ 24+ 242

4 POEM,
She frowvmed and called hirm Mr
Because he never kr.
Anc so in spite
Thet very nite
The tvr kr sr.
GET AITRLD,

To cnter this commetion, list the following items in importance order,
as you seeit. Then send your entry with six paper tapes with double EM, or four
tapes with quadruple EM, and your ending for the following sentencec:

"T like it here becaus€.ee.ve.. a!

1. Mertership of the Staff Committee.
2. Visiting the capitals of Europe and South America at the corpany's expence,
3. Entertaining customers' representatives to tea,
4, Working.
5.Writing meros using such words as "deplore", "tendentious", "appalling", "I", etc..
6. Forming and far=flinging a colonial empire.
7. Thinking up tctragrammatoid identifiers (4-letter vords - Ed.) beginning with KD.
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Alles Lookenspeepers! Das Xormuten—achine ist nicht flir gefingerpoken und
mittengrabben. Ist easy der Springemverk schnappen, blowenfusen, und mit
Spitzensparken poppenkor:en., Ist nicht flir bei das Dumrkopfen gewerken.

Das Rubherneckensightsceeren die [I%nde in das Pockets keepen, relaxen, und vatchen
das Blinkenlights,
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4 TRAGEDY, | ;e

Once upon = time, there vas a little lake, as may be seen by consulting the
Ordnance Survey Map Sheet 110, Seventh Series, reference 3J822542. It was a
frustrated 1little lake: apart from being small, its apneals had becn ignored by the
Boundary Corrission, so that it was forced to lie in derk, wct, miserable
Staffordshire, vhilst it covld sce, not fifty yords awsy, the verdant pastures of
sunny Cheshire, flanked on the one hond by the forest of Delemere, and on the other
by the mighty outworks of the Alsgger Slog Heep Develooment Corpor=tion. One day,

a nan fron the Potteries care by, and seeing the sullen lake, cried "What a perfect
place to hide our export rcjects!" {This was before thev sterted selling them on the
home market.) So the little leke becae the unvilling home of rmich pottery, so that
its vaters overflowed. "Hurrsh!" cried thec loke, "Cheshire, herc I come!" But ales,
Cheshire ould have nonc of this, and sosked up the waters of the lake in its
boundary readows = not vithout some difficulty, as could be seen.

Tirme passed, =nd (as heppens even in lorth Stafforashire) grass grew and the
little lake disepncared from the memory of rmen, exccpt that it maintained an
undefground feud vith the Cheshire meadows. Then the wise men of Kidsgrove decided
that it was not vise to put all their eggs in 2 china basket, and welcomed the makers
of new and strange things to their corner of Staffordshire, vho proceeded to bolster
the econory by ermloying iany people from all parts of the country, most of vhom went
to live in Cheshire. So successful did one corpany becore that they sought to
build a bigger factory, and vhen digging the big holes necessary to supoort a single-
storey light enginecering -orks, care acros= the sitc of the little lake, "What a shame",
they said, and dug out most of the rubble before filling up the lake's bed vith a
much superior grade of rubble and covering the vhole arca with reinforced concrete.

The 1it'le lake percolated through thc cround to renew its battle with Cheshire
but vherever it turned it found concrete, brick, or tarnac, until one dey, it founc
its =2y to the surface in a grassy plot. Its Jjoy soon evaporated, hovever, vhen it
found that Cheshirc vas nowhere in sight, and it vept and wept, so that the grass
became sorething of 2 quapgire. So the men who looked aftcr the factory put in a
little puro to collect the teers of the lake, ~nd turned then into = fountain for
the delectation of those uniortunetes - hosc vindo s ¢id not cormand o view of the

sunny Cheshire scene.

To this day the fountein wecps the tears of the 1little 1loke, nowr 1ost for cver
beneath the concrete; the meadovs »f Cheshire are no longer sodden. Sore people say
that tids is due to thc drains 1aid in thcem shortly after the new factory was built,

The sad truth is thet the little leke has at last given up its honeless
struggle.

ALL GREEK
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ALL AREAS ARL COVERED !

-- IN MDRE WAYS THA ONE ! This is a problenm
in f?tting regular polygons together. There are
precisely eight sets of regular polygons with this property.

COMMON SE'SE  AID LOGIC will solve it - but

SUCH ATTRIBUTES ARE SCARCE and we prefer to make
cardboard cutout polyzons and try them until we hit on
a solution. Te have lost our scissors:

HAVE YOU GOT THEM ? If so, please send them to us, or
better still, come along to the following address and help us
make Christmes decorations for the kiddies.

Data Processing Division, Room DDT 126D,
The English Elastic Co. Ltd., Drystone, Chaffs.

*These 2re regular polyzons by

‘EUCLID" |
L |

{]
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* THEN AS NOW

Readers will undoubtedly be avere that many of the features of modern
digital computers were anticipated in the ninetecnth century by Charles Rabbage, FRS.
Yhat is perhops less well ¥novn is that his experiences szlso ~nticipated some of the
more perinheral aspects of the corputer industry todzy. The folloving extracts from
his autobiography "Pessages from the Life of a Philosopher" will illustrate this
more clearly.

"On tvo occesions I have been 2skcd - 'Pray, Mr B:bbage, if you put into the
machine vrong figures, will the right =nsvers come out?' In one case a merber of the
Upper, end in the other a merber of the Lover, House put this question. I am not
able rightly to ap-rehend the kind of confusion of ideas that could provoke such
2 question,"

"I at length 1lz2id it down as a vprinciple that, except in rare cases, I would
never do anything myself if I could afford to hire anothcr person vho could do it
for me,"

"One who hed for some years been my chief =ssisteont v-s terpted by an offer so
adventageous that in justice to his ovm femily he could scercely have declined it,
Under these circumstances I took into consideration the plean of =dvancing his salary
to one guinea per day. Vhilst this was in abeyance, I consulted my venerable
survivimg parent. Then T had fully cxplained the circumstances, my excellent mother
replied: 'My dear son, you have advanced far in the accorplishment of a2 great object,
which is worthy of your srbition. You are capable of completing it, My advice is -
pursue it, even if it should oblige you to live on bre=d and cheess,'

"This advice entirely accorded with my ovn feelings. I therefore retained my
chief assistant at his advenccd salary." :

"To describe the siccessive irprovements of the Analyticnl ®ngine vould rcquire
nany volumes,"

"I explained that the Tables to be used rust, of course, be corputed and
punched on cards by the ochine, in vhich case they would undoubtedly be correct."

"In order to be sormevhat in advencc ot the greatest nurber that may ever be require
recuired, I chose fifty places of figures =s standard for the hnalytical Engine,"

"Ls soon as the inalytical Engine exists, it will necessarily guide the future
course of the science.”

"In order, however, to insure accuracy in thc printed Tables, it was nccessary
that the machine vhich corputed the Tables should also set them up in type."

"These patterns are then sent to a peculiar ortist, who, by means of a certain
nachine, punches holes in a set of pastebosrd csrds...."

"Of course the Engine will corpute =211 the Tebles ~hich it may itself be
requircd to use. Theie cards will thercfore be entirely freec from error."

".o..it might be desirable to corputc them by several processes until

frequent practice shall have confirmed our belief in the infellibility of mechanism."

"My answer was, that vhcnever the Lnslytical Engine should exictesess"

2 O +6 +6 +6 +6

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT

_The folloving n~mendment, which has -nly just been dram to the attention of
IFTP WG 2.1, rust be made to the Revised AIGOL 60 Report:

In Section 2.4.3, DFLETE "...STANDARD FIUNCTIONS),"

REPLACE BY "...STATDARD FIT'CTIONS), except that the word
'contraband', vritten +ith any coriinstion of small and cepital letters, can never
be velidly uscd as an identifier, since by its very nature it cannot have been
declared, 2nd as =~ label its scope could only be dcscribed as non-global,"
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To: The English Elastic Co. Ltd., Dept DDT62, Drystone, Chaffs,
PERT PLANNING,

Please send e full details and free sarple under plain cover. I am over 21,
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ADDRESS & ¢ o « o o o o o s a o o o o o & ..
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" EDITORIAL NOTICE

Opinions expressed or irplied in Drystone Datacessing Tirmes are those of
the authors and do not represent, necessarily, the views of the Editor or the
organisations by which the authors 2re e-mployed.

o sesieain e vie ol e s skse ok

LOMDON LETTER

A Flaip Man's Guide to Cormuter Centres - No 27 - Queen's House

As readers vho have struggled through the privious t-enty-six articles in
this interminable series vill have discovered, London is = place of cesseless change.
Honeywell whip in an 800, IBIf pull out a 650 - how difficult it is-to remain up to
date, to keep up +ith the fast cormputer set., It is, then, with something of relief
that ve turn to a section of 0ld London that remains almost exactly as it was
eighteen months ago and to 2 centre ~hich has preserved against all the pressures of
modern life an equipment of very great antiquity. We refer of course to the
English Electric Company's London Cormuter Centre - nperhaps "Salon' viould be a happier
choice - in Kingsway, W.C.2. (Open 9 = 5.30 by evpointient, buses 68, 171, 172, 188
and 19€ pess the door vhen running, admission free, board £30 per hour)

Kingsvay, ve find, -ras laid out during the early years of the tventieth
century. Architecturally it rmust be described as a cormromise, corbining as it does
the incomvenience of the old with the ugliness of the nev. All the srorld comes
sooner or later to Kingsway and rmch of it stays there irmobilised in the traffic,
thus giving rise to the well lmovn saying "jem yesterday, jan today, =2nd jam
tomorrov", As a street it hns everything - haute couture (Fifty Shilling Taflor),
haute ronde (The Coffee House), =~nd, brightest jevel in ites diadem, Queen's House.

This pinnacle (scveral pinnacles in fact) of the tom plamners' skill
has had a chequered career. The origin of its name is lost in the mists of time,
but it is thought to derive from the fact that Queen Rlizabeth (Eliz. I, the former
Queen of England, France, Ireland and Virginia) once slept in the house before the
house beforc the housz before Queen's House vas built. For the English Electric
Company Ltds it occupies a place of honour. In ascending order of irmportance, it
has housed the Corpany's Registered 0ffice and Roardroom, London Branch Office,
Domestic Applience Division Showroons, and now the London Corputer Centre.
As hovever the ground floor and baserment have risen (in irportance) so havethe upper
storeys declined until, at the tirme of writing, they are occupied by the Ministry
of Pensions, Larmson Parzgon (tho speak only through tubcs) and the Migerian
Service of the BBC (who spenk only through interpreters).

The main entrance thankfully reveals nothing of the decadence =zbove, The
Corpany has rightly asswwed thet first irpressions sre irmortant =nd gaily
decorated vwindovs cry out enticingly to pessers=by thet, vithin, they will find the
answver to their problem of hov to handle five million insurance policies - as if
ever an ansveyr vere needeG..... & vide renge cf photogrephs, all in exciting black
and vhite, shov:
The Commercial Union building =t Exeter.
The KDP10 at the Cormercial Union building =t Exeter.,
The high=-spced printer of the XDP10 ot the Commercial Union
building =t Exeter. v
The print roller fror: the high-snecd printer of the KDP10 at the
Cormercisl Union building at Exeter.
(Copies autographed by Frank Knight are on sale within.)
Do not miss on the left as you enter a photograph of an artist's irpression of a
nodel of a KDP1O.

It is thus vith pleasureble surprise that, having c¢luded the doorman
resplendent in the Corpany's brovn livery, onc finds = DEUCE. This collectors'
piece = even the Science Yuseum is without onc - is kept in sorething apwroaching
working order by the ccascless end devoted efforts of its engineering attendants.
On special ceremonial occasions it +ill even gather its povers to invert a matrix
or solve an equation or tvo to thc audible delight of it: sylphlike acolytes.
These latter mey be seen flitting from room to room rever :tly beoring trays of
perforated cards of = secrificizl ne~turc,
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But vait, Tho isg this striding confidently doom the g ilded corridor? .
A cormely youth with 2 Tovler hat, rollcd urbrells, and briefcase conteining some
sandv~ ches =and the Financial Times. Do not ssesck to him = he imst be a Salesnen,
Ee looks plecased, Perheps he has fust received an order for o XDP1O,

A few more steps =nd vwe havc comc out at the baclk of the Centre, A deep
chasm yavms to our left., Just visible in the gloom is the top of » stairvey
vhich disappears dovnvrrds into recions ve shall be viser to ignorec. There are
some nysteries that are better left unsolved. To our right are morc doors through
vhich escapcs the foint aroma of cigrrs, Clenrly, it is the region of Manegerment,
Our guide rmrmurs "Srles....Systems.....Manccer....."

Enough. We hurry through thc finsl sets of doors end out into the
rein=-purified air of Lincoln's Inn Ficlds. Each visitor dre:'s o deep breath., He
would not have missed it for anything. It is not every dey that he can see history
at first hand. He wonders -vhat audecity mede hirm think that he :idight take his
piffling little problem (only 5000 invoiccs = day) to these more then mortal men.

And hurries off to Nevmon Street.

‘ AFECECERETHDHO

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTIEIT

The University of Lo~ds
Depeftment of Metamethemrtics
b Diploma in Corputing -~nd Nunericsl Annlysis
Martinmas 1962
Candidates may ~ttermt somc or =11 questions or possibly none,
No credit will be given.

Sundials and crystal balls may be obtained fror: the invigilnator.

Ql, Compore any threce versions of o well knovm paper tope code deducing who vas
on holiday 2t relevont times.

Q2. Contrast =nd corparc any three vercions of = well knovn asserbly langusge
indicating the terperaturc fluctuations to be expected in the cormiler vriter.

Q3. Define "Natursl English Lengunge Staterents" without invoking set theoretic
concepts, and give an exarmle.

Q4. What is = glurmp, bundle, S5-hole tapc code? Give cxarples. A comlete laundry
list =ill not be expected.

Q5. Cormpare criticelly a Brunsvigs, I*M 7%9%, and a pencil and peper, Do you think
a KD** could answer better than yourself?

Q€. Answer this question?

Q7. What is (a) a Joncept ?
(b) a System ?
Did you conceive your answer systematically? Or did you systematise your
conception?

Q8. Write prograrmes for (a) calculating the first n cubes,
(v) mortgage repayments,
(¢) matrix wultiplication.
Ansvers vhich use (¢) ~dithin (a) and (b) +ill be given lots more marks.

Q9. How fast daoes a 1000 characters per second reader rcad?
Answer in the form of a Socretic dialogue.

? iz T4 040404747 = 2

FOR SALE : Ten tons of YAK FODDER, as new, Apply box DDF6.
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University of Pinnsanniedlesia
Denartment of Transcendent2l Metalinguistics

Diploma in Obfuscatorial Gaulsornianismics

Answer 2t least one metaquestion.

Metaquestion 1 :

Question 1 :

Basic Phrases :

Chegh

Ansver at least one question.

Construct a siple AIGORN concatenation ermploying at least all
of the basic phrases and no phrase vhich is hot basic and hence
using metabraclkets of the appropriate degree contain the new
new construction as a further basic phrase and continue by
answering at least one metaquestion.

optimisation inhibitors
parallelizebility

rmeronic tetragrammatons
nomoliteral concatenations
isochronophobia

complete prefix languege function
uniqie deconcatenatability
monotonicity of scopes

strictly formalised canonical reduction
Chomsky phrase structure grammar
a Chomsky PSG2

The Markov Algorithm No 3
metasyntactic

end of basic nhrases

basic phrases

metasemantic

. parameterisation of cormuter characteristics

two minute rundom at the end of a five speaker morning
associsatively invariant stratification
classificatory

mesoprogramaing

Backus Nbrmel Form

Backus NMormal Form per se

quasi-contextual overators in the metalanguage
Chinese Polish prefix

reversed Chinese Polish prefix

codes of the Shannon~Fano type

intersection operator

concatenation onerator

e. grarmar of say Chomsky 1.5

glub

Chomsky

thunk

PORD

zilehfesser

tronky

fron the seat of pants point of vier

AIGOL % la frangaise pose des problémes du fléche
the nth figurate nuriber of order k

syribolic menipulation vnder an isomorphism
modulerity of languzges

macrodescription

basic phrese list terminstor

Your result should contsin vithin itself the pscudoboolean
intersection of thc quasiglossary of the COBOL61 report and
the wiring schedules of KDF9 current as at this present moment,

AALAALAAAANADLAAAA
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IT COULDM'T HAPPRY IV INGLLID .

The rolloing article, a copy of vhich -was forwarded to us by our Man
from the Prudentizl, appearcd in the July 1962 ccition of Datamation, our
distinguished conterporary. e renroduce it veibztin  and without amendment,
entirely for interest, confident theot it will not ring any bells -ithin earshot
of our readers.

The Master Plan for Xlucge Softvare

by Dr MORRIS L. MORRIS and Dr, ..USTINT 0. ARTHUR
(Kludge Kormputer Korhoration)

Precvious vriters in this series have attempted to shov how the road to

nox-corputing cen be fostered at its foundations by:

(1) Engineering glitches into the hardware. With suitable ingenuity, these can be
either ne botches (discovered after the prototype is constructed, usually,
and then firmly cast in concrete) or loving repetitions of vwhat never did
vork right.

(2) Marketing the resulting Kludge with the samc techniques used to peddle
deodorants and cigarettes, Thc analogy is veinfully accurate.

(3) applying time~tcsted rules for meintenance vhich operate feithfully to
minimise uptime. These rules rrec =2 sort of check list for the Kludge Fixer
so he can save timc by listing excuses by the nuribers.

Novr, brief relection quickly rcveals that the abovc appnroaches are only
the foundation. The real appronch today hos fer grceter scope, since it strikes
2t the very heart of the matter - softvare. Everyonc knows that software is the
thing. The planncrs at Kludge Kormuter Korporation are keenly aware of this trend.
Heving pioneered so vell in the fundementels, they can be expected to excel here
too. What follois is the basic outline folloved ot KKX., The Master Plan is the result
of years of study =and represents the ultimate in softiare svstems for users of the
famous line of Xludge herdrare.

Kludge software moster olan
The cerdinal commandrent of any softvwore docvelopment progrem is
"bnnounce it first, worry sbout producing it later".

The first and most importeont Edict is, "4l nys str-rt -ith fresh
prograrmmers", This is a sim-lc rule =nd its reisom d'etre is obvious. Any
programmer vho hes used or designed ~nother system has boen ~dulterated or biased
and such biss (somctimes referrcd to as cxpericence) mey vell imfluencc him in the
task he is to perform.

Ldict 2., "Vever let vour fresh progrormers telk to the programmers who
decsigned the last softiare pockoge, if this con be avoided - but a2t 211 costs
never let any softvare prograrmers talk to the pcople vho design, sell or
meintein the hard- are", This rule nceds no explsnetion.

Bdict 3. "Vever let the soft: ~re specificrs talk to the software implementors.
This form of ~erping young progrommers' minds is to be ~voided like the $lague.
Software designers nliays scem to heve the veird idea that they, better than
anyone e€lse, knov how to irmlcment their design-.

Edict 4. "Nevcr let 2 soft~rre group know t -t there are other groups."
i versker form of this rulc is ~lso useful. "l'cver let one software group know
vhat the others are doing." The strongzer form of this rule tcends to create very high
morale or csprit de corps brought ~bout by a fieling of cxclusiveness. In the
wesker, but morc prepgmetic form, the cffiet is noquired by irmplanting the idea that
21l of thc people in 211 of the other groups crc = bunch of inexperienced
poopheads.

Tdict 5. "If you rmst documcnt the softvare, be sure that the documentation
is done bty = +holly seperate group, prifcrebly technicsl vriters vho are not too
knoledgesble =bout corputers and oprogrem—ing." Many benefits accrue from this
apnroach, but the grentest one is the high regard - ith ~hich your documents vill
be copied, Worry not sbout their eccur-cy; uscrs src more sdaptcble than you
think., The nroof of this is found in the great nurber of installations still
operating Kludoes ith no cocumentotion.
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Turning our attention now to the design phase of softvare (predicated of
course upon the above perzonsl nractices) the folloving rules heve served not
only the Kludgze Komputer Korporation but meny of its fellow comprnies for many years.

Rule 1. "Bvery softvnare pockege rust have = ronitor irrespective of the
size of the Xludge." Without = ronitor to occupy betveen 25% =nd 505 of the
aveilebl: fast storc (snd ~t lerst 1/4 of the beckup storage) the users!
prograrmers vill become csrcless, They vi'l eventunlly discover that one can
trede timc for space = +ivich leads to reduccd utilisation and thus rental income.
in appropristely designed monitor on the other hend can be depended upon to
vaste a minimum of 10% of the availeble time just searching the system tapes.

Rule 2. "4ll error messages must be 2s coy and =s srbiguous as possible',
The object here is to make the console operator (and, later, the programmer)
unstable. For example, vhat could be simpler than "AN IMPOSSIRELE ERROR HAS OCCURRED
ON .27 UI'SPECIFIED WMIT WHIIR EXECUTING [N UNIDIYTIFIABLE PROGRA M ", It should
be pointed out thet the creative souls vho can compose such vonderful phrases are
rare beasts indeed 2nd vhen found should be coveted and nurtured.

Rule 3. "There should be more pheses in the monitor than there are jobs
or programmers in = given shon." This is the only realistic settlement to the
ever raging ergument betveen the one-phese and three-phase propon=nts. Besides,
how else can you provide the cansbility for clobbering prograrmer 4i's phase p
resulte vhile running programmer B's phese g interlude if evervone knows vhat is to
happen in each phase? Lnd vhat better - ny to keep =n operator guessing - you see
he is rmch less likely to cz2ll for the Kfs under these circumstances = another form

of saving not to be discounted.

Rule 4. "Every software routine should have = sneopy scronymic name,
Tor instance, ve at Kludre Korporation celled our Kludge Monitor System KLUMSY,
the Kludge asserbler XLAP; snd the ~lterncte version XKLAPTRALP, required for a
Kludge vith traps (vorkinz or not).

Rule 5. "Before letting pra;matic =spects interfere, be sure that the
things that count are taken care of., SEE THY SALES DEP.RTMENT FIRST .ND THE COPY
WRITERS IMVEDI.TELY". 4is ve all knovw, if a Xludge can't be sold «n its hardware
merits alonc (=nd it cen't) the softwere rmst carry the burden.

i Kludge cannot subsist on o monitor =alone. Thus it behoves the Kludge
softvare supnliers to provide vorking langnuages for the Kludge. The more the
merrier. Since the list of OK langusges changes from senson to season, and positdon
vithin the 1list is not constent (or computable) one had better consult one's
markcting veonle to find out vhich ones have strongest current motivationel appeal.
Within these bounds, the guiding principles of Kludge lemngusges follov,

Principle 1. "Hop sboard 211 the current band -egons". I f FORTRAN is
the current best selling gee=iz, vrite (promise) » better one. Change the name
slightly so that you don't lose your identity but not so imeh that you can't tell
+ho vhelped it. Thus, Kludge Korporation's version of FORTRLN +vill be called
KLUDGTR:.

Principle 2. "ilweys relerse preliminery undezugged versions of the
tronslators, cormilers, generators, asserblers, ete." WHY NOT? Let your customers
debug the things. Why should you spend your programrers' timc and operate a
machine with all that avful overhe~d? If your customers ant it badly enough,
they'1l chick it out for you. (Unfortunatcly, the day is ~one when you could get
him to design end irplerment it too.)

Principle 3. "No preliminary or 'field test' version of any translator
should be compztible with the monitor or any other translator. The savings realised
by the elimination of coordination and liaison vould cmeze you. This also prevents
fature coordinstion and li~ison because cach 'field test' version gets too deeply
embedded for anyone ever to ant the finesl version anyiny.

Princinlc 4. "Join ~nd actively support eny =nd all government sponsored
and international maegic languesge generation efforts". This lets you kno” ~hat the
opposition is thinking. But be careful: contributc only those idees hich you know
are irmpossible to irplerment on the corpetitors' hardrarc, or vill at lcast make it
look bad., slveys be ready - ith 2 claim to have a working versionof hatever
langusge is the current vogue.



Principle 5. "Never, NEVer, NEVER write ~ decent or useftl training -
menual for any system." Remerber, you moay be toking the bread out of the mouth of
somc striving young author.

Principle 6. "If you rmst suprly an asserbler, do it under duress." The
best ploy to use to get out of this one is to tcll the customer hc never ever necds
to kno the basic lanzuege of the machine. 411 of his problems c~n be solved with
the Nz International Megic Langurge Nu-ber 6.5, Well, our version of it anyway.
hs ve 211 know, magic l-ngusges are the thing, »nd you can't sell a Xludge vithout
megic.

We must now turn our attention to softvnre meintenance, an area too often
ignored.

Tenet 1. "E=ch progra m should be on a separate tape vith its own unique
formet," This 1s logical. You " ouldn't w~nt the corrections for onc system to be
ccceptable to another, vould you?

Tenet 2. "Corrections should be dmistributcd =t such - rote (empirically
determined) s to keep the users from inundeting vou ~ith requests for additions
and changes to the system." It seems best to protect our progromwers =s rmch as
rossible from new and diffcrent ideas., Besides, we've alvays done business this way.

Tenet 3. "Distribute nev versions of each system as soon ns the previous one
is shoring signe of being checked=-out." This guarantees job security for =~ very
lorge segment of the prograrmer comrmunity k¥novnm as 'System Prograrmers!.”

Tenct 4. "Wucnever a new system is prcposed or irmlemented, refuse to
continue mnintenance on some other (any other) existing system." How far can you
make 2 rubber b-nd stretch? We've ~lready provided for keepning our programmefg_gﬁsyl

Tenct 5. "Neve: let the progrermers vho irmlemented thc system maintain it."
It has been found over the ycars that many system prosrammers scquire = certain -
attachment for their omm code and refusc to consider sullying it ~-ith corrections.
Thus, thc only solution is to h~v: some other procrarmer do the ~pnropriate surgery
(prefersbly ~ brond nev: one, fresh from the university) in the form of absolute
binary patches.”

In closing, "¢ should 1liZc to noint out that ve of the Kludge Komputer
Korporation have mrnrged to keep ~breast of thc corpetition in softvarc as well as
hardvere by havinz o loyol claque. Which brings us to the l-~st Comendment:

"Form a Uscrs' Group", - lhiencc soringeth ~11 that is vorthvhile, Wine and
dinc them, buy their loy=lty in ecvery '~y possible - mrke surc that your users are
satisfied and hapny. Chennel their desires eppropristcly. Hold mectings at least twice -
a year ~nd sec thot -~11 of the nttendees get smeshed (ve ot KKK sometimes pick up
the tab) and go home feeling ~enerally loved, ve=nted and sporeciatcd by all.

THE BITTER END

PERSON.LL COLUMN

Will give 20 YAKS to good homc. J.oply Box DDF6.

FOR S,LE : Voarious bronds of cigerettc nmackets vith corbination locks attached.
Iderl for Buresu usc. Basy terms srranged. opply M. Geassey,

LOST? STOLEN? STR..YED? Two bits in vicinity of o0ld XDP1O burcau. Revard offered.,
Grect sentimentrl yﬂlue.

%ill ~11 our London visitors =ishing to see the night lifc of Kidsgrovc and lLlsager
plesse rcstrain themsclves,

This is positively the lest and finel ultimatc cnd definitive ngreed end absolutely
scttled version of the very last stateient on this page, And this is the next.

TENDERS INVITED for YAK poison. .pply Rox DDFG.
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CHILDREN'S PiGE

4t Cautionary Trle

Lament for Bdwerd Tripe

hlas, the tale of Teddy Tripe,

in overrnted Systems Type,

Is ruch beset vwith blests and d-mms,

He vrites, corrects, rowrites programmes.,
4 Statist through »nd through, they s-y,
He does tvelve crosswords every d-y.

is well as cards punched by the thou

He vents his programme testing NOW.
Yes, Edvard's life vwith bliss vas kissed
Then he was Systems lnalyst.

But now he's joined the team of men

Who prograrmc for KXDP1O.

Perheps it would have stopped his flavs
If he'd been on a2 four week coursc.
hlas, 2lack, ond woe is me,

Ind voe 2lso for poor old E.

His prograrmme stepped on MARP =nd BiFPE
So he bent dovn to load =2 tape

(To operators not 2 hint

0f where to find HSM print,

and so he had to e~ll, it dovm,

This most expensive bungling clown.)

His tie was blue with motif vhitc,
Bedreoggled, creased, it lookecd a sight,

50080000000 06 Al AN aRbEEIEIA oo IAACHIN, ol A ooRAMIcI Ay - sl ho), B RaRAGRE S C G o | ISR SO ST

Pull together, Kiddies!

For the vent of
Ror~the fsant of
For the vent of
For the want of

FDuePI WG]

But with its messege I concur

The Silly Flipping 4m=tcur.

He put his routine in the store
Somerherc in module number four,

He clamped his tepe end with a-grin
Said 'GO' = he wes read in!

His tie at least vas thin and taud
Ls in tho servos it had caught.

The rceder at the motif stalled,

And PTRPE it colled.

It's lucky that his head is big,

It then gave MCP and CIG.

I'm sure if it could only speak =

"I rerd in Yonkee, not in Greek!"
Poor Edverd feels a largish fool,
Re~ding his nose to the fourth module.
Llthough his neck has roung a stripe,
He's now a sadder wiser Tripe.

So pleasc, Cheps, keep your noses clean,
ind don't play vith this big mzenine
You'll find thc systcm 2lways pays =
¢ hope your tie it rever frays.

T T.O-No

-

bit, perity was lost;

»rity, a programe was lost;
programme, & demonstration was lost;
demonstration, sn order vos lost;

For the veant of an order, production veas lost;
For the vant:.of production, mony jobs werc lost.
Of course, not a word ebout this apoeared in

"English Elastic and its People".

Titles are horder then you think.

NRE énexiie Antarctic.

rod AHG/BOM WAIE TIEL . Sookt MK Al of wey aewn AR tho AddSAME
. ey ®¥)

£ Preneh Berbe-gress

Sviss

gAL s
Farmily B/ ﬁﬁ.Breﬁn 144¢4 G@iimemr Robinson.

yaboma-team KALEA A  onecig=happy
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EDITORIAL STATEMENT

In accordance with the modern trend towards late delivery, DD¥ was not
available to readers on its normel delivery date, Christmas Eve.

The Editor is confident that it will be appreciated that this change of
policy (due in fact to pressure of what is sometimes, euphemistically, called 'work')
is necessary if we are to keep up with the fast corputer set.
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Are you disiliusioned and erbittered? \\
Is vour outlook cvniczl and twisted?

Answer the following questionnaire frankly.

1. You ere approached to write a corpiler for an APL and given a sheet of paper
headed "Final list of instruction codes™. Do you
(a) Make a spirited stert. (b) Mekec a dispirited start.
(c)' Go away for three months, (d) Make a paper acroplane.

2. You have detected the 14th paper tape read fault and the e*g*n*er says, for the
14th time, "If you givc me the machine for ten minutes I ean put it right", do you
(a) Go eway for ten minutes. (b) Go avay and vrite a card read routine.
(¢) Go away end vwrite a mag tape routine. (d) Go away end meke a paper aeroplane.

3. The chaps say that only in civilised and reasonable discussion can we hope to
solve our problems. Do you

(ag TALK (b) Shout. _

(_c Teke the day off, (d) Make a paper aeroplane.

4, They went to know when it 11ill be finished =and you haven't the least idea.
Do you say
(2) I haven't the lesst idea. (b) Mext week.
(¢) Next week, subject to ... () Well, vhen I've finished making this...

5.THEY send round a Memo saying that no merber of the staff may t-ke a day of his
leave on February 29th next year. Do you
(2) Ask your steff committee merber to bring the matter up at the next mecting.
(b) Approach the boss personslly.
(c) Take the day off on principle.
(d) Mzke a paper aersplene.

6. You find yourself 3/4 mile from the neercst coffee machinc. Do you
(a) Walk 3/4 mile and ask Mrs R for a job nuriber.
(b) Drive there, apnlying for - petrol allowance.
(c) Send somcone else.
(d) Meke a paper aeroplane, and fly.



WOMEN'S PAGE .

The Gentlc Art of Filing

Filing i~ not = suitsblc occupation for people of A nervous disposition.
In fact, it is nod suiteble for peorle of ony disnosition.

Notes. for beginncrs - Is Filing rapidly boccoming a Dying Art (hestened on ite way
by the writer)? Is it o Lost irt and is it joining thc renks of other lost arts?
First ~ ask youself if you are rcolly cmt out for Filing (no, dear, it has nothing
to do with your shepe = any shapec vill do).

Filing. Heve you the ability to lose some vitel letter, memo, document, or some
other load of rubbish, in an Emercency? Wo, they don't really want it - they just
want to know if you've still got it. Alveays sey that you 'mow exactly vhere it is.
No, don't tell them you dug = hole and buried it - they worry so - he subtle,

It wouldn't do to shatter their faith in you! Misfiling? This never heppens. There
is alvays a good reason why you put it thecre in the first place!

The Equipment. Needlc, cotton, buttons of various sizes, spare braces, sharp
finger nails, axe, sledge hammer, one free hand always, and tvo pairs of eyes - the
latter preferebly in thc bsck of your head.

The System. This is the THING that everyone wants to put things into but they never
know what it is or vhere it is - or if it is! Your chief +ill probably come to you
gaily vaving a bit of paper and say "Put this in the System". He has greet confidence
in you. He thinks you havc some ingenious mcthod of producing anything at a moment's
notice = even expects you to produce that vhich hasn't cven gone into the system.
Politely, teke it from him, act like the Expert yvou rsre supposed to be, don't

argue - he thinks we heve a system - he doesn't know = and he's happier not

Jmowing. We don't vent =y trouble, ~nc besides, he's got chough on his mind
wondering what to nut in it vitheout orrying if there is one,

The Filing Cabinet. This is the Nerve Centre of any orgcnisation, the necessary

evil of the Business World = a work of =rt in mctsl - trcat it as such. IT vill not
respond to such trcetment as kicks, thurps, burps or bengs - or harsh words, Treat
it vith respcet - kindness, love, understanding., Usc the utmost charm and tendermess.
Do this and it will respond to your every vhim = but = Hull out three of its drawers
all at thc same time 2nd the ruddy great thing vill think nothing of falling on top
of you and crushing you to death! METLL "ON3TROSITY!!! '

N.,B. Don't file in thc bottom drerer if you ere ve~ring = tight skirt, Wait until
you arc suitebly dressed.

You now knot all about the System, th: Equipment, and the Filing Cabinet.
Tf you still feel the urge to beccome » Filing Clerk, ~nd that life holds nothing
clse for vou, rcad on - but ~hat follows is no¥ for pconle of ~n extremely nervous
disposition, Gentecl Upbringing, or for th'sc vho have led a sheltered life,

Your Colleagues. hre you able to get out of avkward siturtions? In other words, can
you run? I expect ou think you arc pretty zood at it - forget it - this place is
full of Herb Elliotts.

" Getting Nevs Around. This is 2lvnys good for a laugh - yes, there vill be times
vhen you'll feel like laughing. Just tell somcone SO'ETHING IN CONFIDENCE. It works.

Telling Jokes.Don't tell any yourself, they wouldn't undcrstand vour kind. Now this
is the tricky part. IF they do tell you a joke and you don't lrugh, thcy'll think
you're sour, snooty, in fact =~ miserable b.... If you do laugh , they'll think you're
enything but = led;, so - be subtle - smile and v=lk ar~y -~ this vay they'll think
yodre an idiot, but vho ceres?

Orgenising. Don't try to organise snything in thc way of gemes, snort, ctec.. I can
tell you, you are among chawmpions here,

Talking. Don't spesk unlcss you hove to = they'll twist ~nvthing you say out of all
recognition. Good night and Godd morning are OK - but watch it = thev'1ll think of
sumething for thet soon.


take.it

% g i
v Arguments, discussions. Jvoid them = =t first, They are =11 about sex, and no
matter vhat your preyious occupation was, you vill know nothing at all about this
subject for at least six months, after vhich time yvou will be in en admirable
position to take pert in any discussion. You will lesrn new words, and get nev
ideas, Avoid puttinz these into practice.

The Langusge. This may shock “ou at first, but vateh it = they arc so fussy here.

The Docket Room. To be =voided at =211 times. It sounds OK ~ but it isn't.

Tee-time. This is the artful part of the job. YOUR tea and YOUR coffee = even
though you don't meke it - is the bcst there is and at this particular time you
are an ANGEL. In other words they allow you to get the tea and - wait for it -
you ere allowed ~ fe:r minutes break to go snd vash the cups. You are permitted
to entertain the visitors. This meens producing the best china (just blow the dust
off first) and giving refreshments in the way of tea - but no conversation =

they just get the tea, no syrpathy!!

Ldvice. Don't get bitter, take it all on the chin, turn th other cheek, and all
that. On second thoughts, don't turn the other cheek = any unusual movement might
be taken as a signal to advance. Alvays remember that your main function (whilst
in the Department) is - Filine.

Warning. After being ermployed as a Filing Clerk, you vill no longer be eligible
for work to do vith the carc of young children, or to attend church mectings,
mothers-meetings, ete.s, or to hevc the Vicar to tea.

Do you still wish to make filing your career? For 11 its faults it's not a bad
Job = it's just thc money that's lousy.

BB CALBLL Bl

This month's knitting patterns

The patterns =re of couse given in [IGOL 60, as defined by the rev ised
report, For the purposes of this publication, codec bodies are given in English: they
would in practice be direcct signals to ~n on-line Xmitting mechine.

begin corment basic procedures first;
procedwre cest on; ENGLISH cast on onc stitch ALGOL;
procedure cast off; ZEGLISH cast of f ne stitch IGOL;
procedure knit; E'GLISH kndt one .ILGOL;
procedure purl; ENGLISH purl onc LLGOL;
procedure increa:e; ENGLISH increase in thc next stitch LIGOL;
procedure decrease; ENGLISH knit tvo together .IGOL;
procedurc pattern; ENGLISH purl 3 together, keeping the stitches an the
needle, ool over needle, and purl 3 together
again into the same 3 stitches, slip the stitches
off the needle ALILGOL;
J +§1_f i>0 then 1 clse O); r :
SIS T30 “1hen 0 ‘¢lss 1) T
J + 1; knit end;
J

r + 1; cast on end;
r = 1; castoff end;

procedure on; berin j

procedure off;begin j

procedure k; begin J

procedure p; begin J j + 1; purl end;

procedurc inec; begin j := j +(if 1»0 then 2 else -1%; incresse end;

vrocedure tog; begin J = -(__i:f i>0 then -1 elsc 2); decrease ¢nd;

procedure at; begin J := j + 3 x i; pattern end;

procedure turn; i := -1i;

propeture ‘start; begin'i = 1; J :=7r := 0 end;

procedure Kén); yalds' 3 ipteger'n; for s:= 1 step "l until n do k gpds

procedure P n)§ value n; integer n; for s:= 1 step 1 until n do p end;

procedure ON(n); value ng “integer n; for s:= 1 gter 1 until n do on @nd;

procedure OFF(n); value n; integer n; for ‘1 step 1 until n do off end;

'groceduzu stst(n); value n; intcger n; comment n rows of stocking stitch;
for s:="1"gtep I until n do begin for t:=t yhile J21 A Jjsr do

e begin if 10 then k else p end;

turn cnd;

nu

[Gmg NI

(continued on next sheet)
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procedure garter(n); velue n; inteccer n; comment n rovs of ‘garter stitchj
for s:= 1 step 1 until n do berin for t:=t vhile j21 Agtr do k,
turn end;.
proccdure odd;jcorment first or flPth row of pattern;
begin P(3);
for t:=t vhile j£ r-6 do begin pat; P(9) cnd;
pat; P(3); turn

end;

integer i, j, r, s, t; comment the vari~blc t exists only on accagnt of that
utterly prepostecrous side cffect demanded by
section 4.6,5 of the Rcport, that the controlled
varirble should be undefincd after exhaustion
of the for list - a brilliant cxample of tail
wagging dog. I mcan this;

BONNET: start; ON(93); turn; :
gerter(4); stst(5): odd; garter(l); :
p; for t:=t vhile J¢ r-8 do begin pat; k; pat; P(5) end; T
pat; k; pat; p; turn; '
garter(1l); odd; stst(3); garter(4); stst(38);
for s:=lstecn 1 until 6 do begin OFF(11); stst(l) end;
stst(4);
for s:=1 step 1 until % do begin tog;
for t:=t while j»1 A jar-1 do k;
tog; turn;
stst(5)
end;

stst(10);
OFF(19);
corment end of bon.et;

LR L

(Don't miss next month's thrilling instalment - Bootees and Gloves. And there's
plenty more to follow. - Cynthiz)

e

FOR THE LLYMAN

LEGOL

It hns long been noticed that thc standard methematical lenguages are
pretty useless vhen it coes to describing The Ordinary 'hAppenings of Ordinark Folk.
It therefore gives us great pleasure to ~nnounce the results of first experiments
vith a new languagc, which we have called LEGOL, and vhich has rcmedicd this situation
beyond repair,

The language LEGOL has, by its very naturc, an incomplete syntax - if anyone
says this is a virtue he rust be o salésman - which means that ~ny LEGOL translator
rust be constructcd to decipher statements vithout -ny very evident ruides to go by.
(For a hormely oneslogy, consider a chemist having to resd prescriptions, or the reader
of any corputing journal such as thc IBM...) So a LEGOL translstor has three grecat
Principles. -

(i) If = statement is deciphercble nccording to the syntax, its velidity is decided
according to the syntax, This is thc Princinle of Always Deciiing by Statute.

(ii) If 2 statemcnt is not deciphcrable sccording té the syntax, the translzetor
finds if it has met the same stotement before, and, if it h as, mekes the szme
decision on its velidity as it did 1last time. This is known as the Principle

-7 of Bondage to Precedents, othervisc the Doctrine of Least Thought, <t

(1ii) If neither of thcse =vplies the translator mekes » random deoision. This is known
as thc Principle of Dceciding l.ccoerding to the Bvidence, othervisc the Doctrine
of Strict Irpertislity.

The astute reeder vwill not heve failcd to notice that the term "st-tcment"
has not yet been defined. This ncedless to sny is 2 defect of the syntax, since the
term is not therc mentioned: but it mny bc described in morc normal terms as "the
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spplication of an undefined function to various unknovm operands, putting an
arbitrary nurber of results in sundry meaningless destinstions". It is therefore a
femiliar concept.

The develonment of the subject is not without intercst., It vas early found
that anv translator spent a lot of tirme lookine for previous cnses vhich might serve
=s precedents, and nrograrmes were soon produced to "orgmnise" or "optimise" this
time. It was also found that these progrormes soon nceded, in .their turn, prograrmmes
to orgenise thern - this wos only to be cxvected. It vwas =lso found thet translators
vere apt to spend 2 lot of time deciding -vhether a particular precedent "just fitted"
or "just didn't", and this soon led to thc production of separate progremmes whose
duty was to convince. the translator on these points.

hnother feature was the speedy devcloprent of = closed shop mentality,
whereby translators vould only accept statements produced by other translators; this
was felt to be getting rather out of hand, but as the translators simply stopped
if their demands were not met there vas no way out of it.

The results, hovever, fully make up for these troubles. So far we have
had three statements definitely decided; of these one v~s invelid, one ambiguous,
and one concerned the payment of fees to the relevard translator. It has been held
by two translators out of threce that tke empty statement is not = statement, and
by nearly all that the dummy statement is not 2 meaningless concept. It was farther
decided by onc translator that thc syntax was not defined by the syntax, that no
precedent existed, and therefore that case (iii) held; a decision is still avmited
on this as it has to ba decided whether the statement of case (iii) is valid, and,
if not, how it can be made valid. One translator will not accept statements vhich do
not begin with = declaration; it has been held that "ME LUD" is a velid:declaration
under these circumstances. It remains for » translator to get into a2 closed output
loop; the best so far achicved was described:~s "finite but unbounded". 4nd 2 picce
of output tape from onc tramnslator was accidentz2lly read the vrong way through a
flexovriter, and resulted in a considerable arcument between the editors of certain
. learned journals over the right to mrint it.

So rmech wec have ~chieved, and no doubt more lies ahead., It may be argued -
indeed it has been, frequently ond forcibly = thr-t our rcsults arc not sufficient
rcturn for the work involved. But this is hardly the point. The only recson for
eny of these schemes is to prove them theoreticelly possible.

LECECLLCRnaronanee

LELRN WITH BOOK (pinchcd from Punch)

L new aid to rapid - almost megicel - learning has made its appesrance.
Indications ~re that if it catches on ~11 the clectronic gnadgets vill be so rmch
junk. The device is knovn as Ruilt-in Orderly Orgnnised Knovwledge ¢c.o BOOKe oceos
It has no vires, no electric circuits to break dovm. Mo connection is n eded to an
electric pover point., It is made entirely vithout mechanical parts to go vrong or
need replecement......Hov does this revolutionsry, unbelievably easy invention work?
Basically BOOK consists only of ~ large nurber of neper sheets., Thesec may run to
hundreds vhere BOOX covers = lengthy programme of information. Each sheet bears a
nurber in sequence......To make it cven easier for the user t.» keep the sheets in
the proper order they are held firmly in place by ~ snecial locking device called
BINDING., FEach sheet of poper presents the user vith =an information sequence in the
form of syrbols which he cbsorbs ontically for automntic registration on the brain,
Then one sheet has been assimilated a flick of the finger turns it over and further
information is found on the other side., By using both sides of the sheet in this vay
a great economy is effectcd sseee BOOK mey be taken up at any time and used merely
by opening it. Instantly it is ready for use. Nothing hrs to be connected up or
stitched on, The user mey turn at vill to sny sheet, going backwerds or forvards
as he pleases. L shcet is nrovided near the beginning as a location finder for
any required informeation sequence. fi small accessory available at trifling cost
is BOOKMARK. This enrbles the user to ick up his nrograrme vhere he left off on
the previous learning session. BOOKMATX is universsl and my be used in any BOOK ,
««sseno further uskecp cost; no batteries or vwires are necded, sinee the motive
powver, thanks to ~n ingenious device patented by thc makers, is supplied by the brain -
of the user. BOOK m~y be stored on handy shelves and for cnse of reference the
prograrme schedule is normelly indicated on the tack of the bindingeseeseces.
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A VYSTERY . .

There arc t o cates from the rond into the Kidegrove factory. They ere
no'n as I'o 1 and Mo 2 respectively. The moin factory has five bays, kmowvn as Nos
L%SA&.ﬂmm¢n3wmdmm,oﬂdeEﬁUL&F&ﬁ“n There are numerous --
telephones, each crlled by = three-digit (decﬁmal) nuber, There are four
"sormuting systems", called emch by a corbin~tion of letters and digits = 2%
KDP10, XDF9, KDN2, and, so it is said, KDF6. There arc several sections, identified
by three-digit nurbers beginning +ith 7. There are countless cmmloyees, each
identified by a five digit integer.

There =re three cer Harks, but these are different, They have NIMES,
They are cclled, in descending order of agc anc ascending order of smartness,
Southfields, Northfields, end Westfields., Yhy is this? What justification can there
possibly be for this special distinetion? Why are places in the car parks
alloceted, not according to °ny reasoned system, but by random choice - in fact
by lottery?

The key to these fascinating mysteries can only be found =fter solv¥ing
thc even deeper mystery: Thot is it that these throc. car parks ~re respectively
South, North, =nd Vest of? . .

Reserrch hes novw begun. We are sble tentatively to publish o preliminary
account of some possibilities ns to reasonable methods of approach to the first
stagcs of the opening part of the investigation.

One might diregine thet so-e sort of rffﬁnswer rmight be found by reference
to a map. But in %he expressed oninion of the Director General of the Ordnance
Survcy,  Chessington, Surrcy, therc is no noint from vhich the carparks are
respectively South, MNorth, and Vest.

Could it be mrenctic directions ve are denling with? Lfter 211, this is
English Electric - snd there is some connectjon betve n electricity =nd megnetism,
isccoring to the mep, no - but we rust not forget that Marnctic North is by no
mesns constant in direction.

Experirent with 2 nrotractor sho's us that - »oint satisfying the conditions
cen be found if *fagnetic NMorth is 12 degrces or more East. Reference to vorks on
terrcstrial megnetism +111 confim that not since the time of the Spanish firmeda
hre this been so. Unless, of couse, the earth's field suffers such = loecal
distortion in the vicinity of the factory. Could such a distortion be men-made,
and maintained deliberatcly? Is thot the secrect of the sentry-box guarding the
barbed=virc fence, and the cnormous metsl tover? Is there some sinister Fenson
for maintaining a condition that only thc alchemists of Tudor or even e-rlier
times could have understood?

There is even more in thc mystory., The points possibly satisfying the
cond’tions are not =ithin thc frctory.area ~t 211. They.lie to the Bast - this is
significent - of the offices of thc personnel dcpartment, beyond the serap metal
bins, and at their centre is a smell group of trees.
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season, and carncstly solicits mrterisl for the next burmcr issue of DDT.
Particularly from anyone vho didn't get a mention this time.
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